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DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN
Episcopal School of Nashville is committed to delivering a student-centered and engaging
learning experience for all students, even when certain circumstances or world events
limit our school’s operations and prevent our students and faculty from being together on
campus. In such circumstances, our commitment is to provide an alternative means of
education in the form of Distance Learning. The ESN Distance Learning Plan is designed to
ensure students will have dynamic and engaging learning experiences even when students
and faculty are unable to be at school because of campus closure. We recognize that
Distance Learning cannot replicate the powerful experience of teachers and students
engaging in a classroom environment. Even so, our teachers are prepared to deliver
meaningful instruction that allows students to meet our expected standards in an online
environment.
The ESN Distance Learning Plan relies on the continuing partnership of our dedicated
faculty, motivated and engaged students, and committed parents in support of the virtual
classroom model of instruction. Even beyond our school walls, we will continue to deepen
our commitment to each other and the value of a Purple Martin education. We will partner
with students and parents to ensure that meaningful learning experiences continue in the
event of a school closure.
This Distance Learning Plan was developed to ensure the continuity of learning and
intellectual engagement for our students. It outlines our commitment to maintaining
instruction and learning through the use of digital and online resources in the event of an
extended period of remote learning or campus closure. In the sections to follow, the
distance learning platforms and approaches teachers will use to ensure continuity of
student education are clearly articulated.
As we look to provide a high-quality distance learning experience for our students, we
have identified the following goals:
● Continuity of our educational program for all learners.
● Keeping our Purple Martin community connected through a variety of digital
experiences.
● Consistency of communication and opportunities for growth.
Support for all Learners
Our chaplain and teachers will be available to support our students during our period of
distance learning.

EARLY CHILDHOOD: PRE-K THROUGH
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS
Early Childhood students can expect to attend synchronous morning meetings each day to
support community and connection. Small group, synchronized instruction will be utilized
for skill-based activities. Appointments can be made to meet individually with students
throughout the week.
•
•

Synchronous (Real-Time): Morning meeting, small group skill-based
activities/lessons
Asynchronous (Pre-recorded lessons): Complete lessons when it is convenient for
your family
Social Studies

Videos, Games, and activities
on Website to link with the
weekly reader.

Small Group Instruction via
zoom
(With Teacher or Assistant
Teacher)

Listen to Reading

Interactive Whole Class Morning
Meeting

Razkids App
Selection of titles for
children to practice their
‘listen to reading’ skills.
One on One Check-Ins
student and teacher:
Using zoom, facetime, or
google chat to check in
with a child at home.

Handwriting without Tears:
Video Lessons available when
you are ready to view to
practice Handwriting skills.

Videos and activities to correlate
with Science Topics

At home Supply Kits:
Provide supplies for at home
enrichment activities and games.

Find all announcements,
activities, videos, and
links in one place. Post
and comment to keep in
touch with the class.

LOWER SCHOOL: 1ST THROUGH 3RD GRADE STUDENTS
1st and 2nd Grade Students
The LS team will support the needs of the whole student during this time by providing
weekly assignments via paper and pencil and additional on-line services. These
assignments will introduce new materials and allow for review. In addition, the team will
provide suggestions of supporting independent exploration.
Assignments will be communicated weekly and allow for small group check-in’s via Zoom
as well as on-line app opportunities such as Seesaw and/or Google Classroom to post and
discuss students’ work.
Teachers will evaluate student’s assignments to monitor the understanding and mastery of
skills. Teachers will distinguish which assignments are required and which are for
enrichment.
3rd Grade Students
• Google Classroom will be the primary mode of communication and instruction for
students.
• The teacher will provide all necessary resources for students to complete their
assignments such as: book-marked websites on Chromebooks, Guided Notes for
Writer’s Workshop, Worksheets and Workbooks for reading, math, writing, and
grammar. Science will be assigned through mysteryscience.com.
• Teachers will be available for 1-on-1 or group “office hours” (check-in’s) and will
communicate these times through Google Classroom and parent email.
• Assessments, Grading, and the Honor Code: Teachers will continue to employ both
formative and summative assessments to provide students with feedback about
their academic progress. Examples of assessments used during distance learning
may include the following:
• Submission of study questions and writing assignments via Google
Classroom.
• Completion of workbooks or worksheets by hand and uploading a picture of
the completed assignments.
• Completion of a multiple-choice quiz using Google Classroom.
• Submission of a video or audio recording of a student speaking.
• Students are expected to uphold the ESN Honor Code at all times including
periods of distance learning.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL: 4TH THROUGH
6TH GRADE STUDENTS
General Guidelines:

Intermediate school subject area teachers will use Google Classroom and Zoom as the
primary mode of communication and instruction for students.
Teachers will provide all necessary resources for students to complete their assignments. Look
for such resources as: Chrome Books, Worksheets, Guided Notes and Textbooks and
Workbooks.
Teachers will provide regular opportunities for both 1-on-1 and group check-in’s, and will
communicate these times via Google Classroom.
Expectations:
In an effort to maintain continuity in the academic program, daily work and homework
expectations will not change during distance learning. Students will be assigned work in
preparation for the following class. Students should expect to have roughly the same amount of
schoolwork and homework as they do on a typical school day.
Assessments, Grading, and the Honor Code:
Teachers will continue to utilize a variety of assessment methods to provide students with
feedback about their academic progress. Examples of assessments used during distance
learning may include the following:
• Submission of study questions and writing assignments via Google Classroom.
• Proof of completion of work by uploading a picture of the student’s work.
• Completion of a multiple-choice quiz using Google Classroom.
• Submission of a video or audio recording of a student speaking.
• Students are expected to uphold the ESN Honor Code and Technology Code of
Conduct at all times, including periods of distance learning.

