
THE CAMPAIGN
FOR EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF NASHVILLE



THE MUSTARD SEED IS THE SMALLEST OF ALL THE SEEDS, 

BUT WHEN IT HAS GROWN IT IS THE GREATEST OF SHRUBS 

AND BECOMES A TREE, SO THAT THE BIRDS OF THE 

AIR COME AND MAKE NESTS IN ITS BRANCHES.

MATTHEW 13:32

Launched in 2016 in a cluster of portable buildings in a church 

parking lot, the school has thrived through determination, faith, 

and a series of what can only be described as “holy coincidences.” 

In 2020, Episcopal School of Nashville relocated to the historic 

Ross School building in the heart of East Nashville. The move will 

allow the school to expand its innovative programming, serve 

more students, and become a resource for the greater community. 

PLEASE JOIN US IN A 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN THAT WILL 
RENOVATE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL 

OF NASHVILLE’S NEW HOME, 
AND DO SO, SO MUCH MORE. 

A successful campaign will create a place where our school family 

will be nurtured and flourish, a place where we can build on the 

small miracles that brought us to this point. 

TOGETHER, WE WILL BUILD A SCHOOL LIKE NO OTHER. 

TOGETHER, WE WILL BUILD OUR SCHOOL FAMILY, 

OUR COMMUNITY, OUR FUTURE, AND OUR LEGACY.

THAT BUILDING BEGINS HERE, TODAY, IN THIS PLACE. 

Episcopal School of Nashville has become an educational 
leader, an integral part of the East Nashville community, and a 

second home for the diverse students and families who believed 
that the least of seeds could grow into something mighty. 
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The oldest public school 
building in Nashville is now 
the home of the youngest 

Episcopal school in America. 

Build Our Nest will raise the funds needed 

to renovate the 1907 Ross School to better 

support Episcopal School of Nashville’s 

outstanding programming while maintaining 

the property’s historic charm. 

The estimated cost of all planned improvements, 

including growing the school’s scholarship 

fund, is $2 MILLION. The generosity of 

Episcopal School of Nashville’s donors will 

set the pace of the renovation timeline. 

THE CAMPAIGN COMPONENTS

Episcopal Identity 
Scholarships
• Funds for the existing, need-based 
 scholarship pool

• The creation of endowed 
 named scholarships

Chapel Space 
• An area and furnishings to support 
 the development of each student’s 
 spiritual awareness

Building and Grounds 
Cafeteria/Auditorium Renovation 
• A space for performances, 
 chapel, and all-school assemblies

• Equipment and furnishings 
 for a full-service cafeteria 

• Historic renovation

Special Program Areas 
• Fine Arts, Culinary and Nutrition 
 Instruction, Urban Gardening, and 
 World Languages

Upgrades to Classrooms and Campus
• Classroom furnishings

• Modern science lab 

• Playground equipment

Technology Upgrades
• New school management 
 software system 

• New website design with enhanced 
 user capabilities

Estimated costs for specific projects 
are available upon request.

Building the Future of Episcopal School of Nashville 

“THE NEW BUILDING GIVES US A SENSE 
OF PERMANENCE AND STABILITY. 

The kids see this big, grand building and 
feel they’re destined for big, grand things.” 

SUE-ANNA MALEY, EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF NASHVILLE PARENT 

“It’s a real 
school building! 

It’s so real, 
it almost 

feels fake.”
CRUZ, EPISCOPAL SCHOOL 

OF NASHVILLE THIRD GRADER2 3



“We knew we needed to make an opportunity for those 
who didn’t have it in our neighborhood and in our city...

Every child in this school is more than a student. 
He or she is a school builder. Our students are creating 

the campus culture. They have the wonderful opportunity 
to dream what this school can be and make it happen.” 

KETCH SECOR, EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF NASHVILLE FOUNDER

Building on Our Episcopal Identity  

Nashville’s only Episcopal 
school, Episcopal School 

of Nashville offers an 
education that is not only 
intellectually challenging, 

but is also morally 
and spiritually enriching. 

 BIRDS OF MANY FEATHERS, FLOCKING TOGETHER 
Episcopal School of Nashville’s students’ definition of “diversity” comes from a 

uniquely Episcopal School of Nashville perspective. Take sixth graders Addy and 

Kayleigh, who describe themselves as best friends. “If I didn’t go to Episcopal 
School of Nashville, I might not have been friends with Kayleigh because 

she’s different from me,” Addy explains. “I’m extroverted, and Kayleigh is shy.” 
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SCHOLARSHIPS
When asked to name the most important goal of the 
Build Our Nest campaign, the school’s leaders, teachers, 
parents, and students all said, “Scholarships.”

Episcopal School of Nashville embodies 
the Episcopal tradition of inclusiveness, 

welcoming students of diverse ethnic, cultural, 
religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds. 

The student body is reflective of Nashville as 
a whole. More than half of Episcopal School 
of Nashville students receive financial aid. 

Contributing to the Financial Aid Pool 
Donors who wish to support need-based financial aid 
may contribute to the existing pool of monies restricted 
for this important purpose. 

Establishing Endowed Named Scholarships
Campaign donors are invited to establish new, named 
scholarships. With a minimum gift of $200,000, you 
may establish a permanent scholarship in honor of 
yourself, a family member, a beloved teacher, or others. 
Your gift will support Episcopal School of Nashville and 
honor your loved one for generations to come. 

Endowed scholarships funded through Build Our Nest 
ensure that as Episcopal School of Nashville grows, the 
school is able to serve students drawn to its mission and 
continue to recruit families that are a good fit with the 
school, regardless of their ability to pay full tuition.  

CHAPEL SPACE 
The building’s renovated cafeteria will serve as a school-
wide gathering space, providing a venue for regular 
chapel services. Build Our Nest will provide funding for 
the creation of chapel space and for furnishings used in 
chapel services.

Future
Chapel
Space

Architectural rendering by Baird Dixon of Orcutt/Winslow



Future
Auditorium

and
Cafeteria 

Space
Architectural 
rendering by 
Baird Dixon of 
Orcutt/Winslow

Building and Grounds 

“Episcopal School of 
Nashville feels like a family, 

and this building feels like a home. 
There’s a sense that so much good 

can happen inside this building, 
and that from here, we’re sending 
kind little neighbors and citizens 

out into the world.”

ELLIE HOLCOMB 
EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF 

NASHVILLE PARENT

THE DEEPER MEANING OF 

“LET’S DO LUNCH.” 
When the commercial kitchen and cafeteria are fully 
equipped, current Episcopal School of Nashville students 
will no longer be required to bring their lunches. 

The kitchen will also allow the school to provide a healthy 
lunch to all students every day. For some children, a school 
lunch is often their only reliable meal of the day. 

A full-service cafeteria will do more than introduce students 
to the joys of rectangular pizza. It will allow Episcopal School 
of Nashville to live into its mission to serve students from 
all walks of life. 

“Having all this space is wonderful, and it’s nice that 
we’re no longer tripping over each other, but we need 
to be mindful about keeping the close connections 

we’ve formed. Having a place where we can all gather will 
help us maintain that feeling that we are a family.” 

KATIE DONALD, ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL, PRE-K TEACHER 
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CAFETERIA/AUDITORIUM RENOVATION 
The existing cafeteria will be transformed into a welcoming, 
multi-functional common space. The renovated space will also 
be offered to the diocese and other organizations for assemblies 
and gatherings. 

Cafeteria
• A new cooktop and other upgrades to the commercial kitchen  

• Furnishings, fixtures, and equipment needed to operate a 
 full-service cafeteria

• Historic renovations, including raising the ceiling, to restore  
 the space to its original, classic style

• New roof over the cafeteria area 

• Space for a nutrition and hands-on culinary arts program 

• Tables and chairs for student lunch service

Auditorium 
• Establish an all-school gathering and meeting space for the  
 performing arts, chapel services, and school assemblies 

• Expand the stage for school plays, concerts, and performances  

• Provide seating for performance audiences 



Just Call It 

“THE LITTLE SCHOOL THAT

COULD.” 

THAT DREAM 
LOCATION

became a reality on August 1, 2020. 

The 113-year-old building is a new, 

tangible symbol of Episcopal 

School of  Nashville’s 

commitment to a 

long-term future. 

The plan for what would become 

Episcopal School of Nashville’s 

first “campus,” a group of 

modular buildings outside 

St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, 

was scribbled on a napkin. 

In 2016, that imagined campus 
CAME TO LIFE.

As the school’s founders 

were privately wondering how 

to raise the money to purchase 

furniture, another local school 

planning an upgrade offered  
EPISCOPAL SCHOOL 

OF NASHVILLE
its desks, chairs, and bookshelves. 

The years since have been 
marked by a series of 

“HOLY 
COINCIDENCES,”

small miracles that have 

allowed Episcopal School 

of Nashville not only to 

survive, but also to thrive. 

IN JUST 4 
YEARS, 

enrollment soared from 

16 students in pre-k through 

second grade to more 

than 90 students in pre-k 

through sixth grade, with 

plans to add seventh 

and eighth grades. 

And in 2020, yet another

SMALL MIRACLE.
Episcopal School of Nashville had 

approached the city of Nashville 

not once, but twice in previous 

years asking to rent the Ross 

School building. Both times, the 

answer was no. But in 2020, 

Episcopal School of Nashville was 

unexpectedly offered the space. 

When deadly tornadoes ripped through

EAST NASHVILLE
in March 2020, the school’s 

portable buildings were left standing, 

untouched in the midst of the 

tangled wreckage and debris.
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Building Our Programming

Purple martins and Episcopal School of Nashville have 
something more in common. Martins choose an exist-
ing structure in which to build their nests. It may be a 
natural cavity in a tree or a manmade birdhouse, but the 
birds seek out a secure, stable location, then weave their 
intricate nests inside. 

Episcopal School of Nashville has 
chosen the Ross School building, a solid, 

secure location listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, as the structure 
that will house the intricate programming 

that will become the school’s hallmark. 

SPECIAL PROGRAM AREAS 
Build Our Nest will fund well-equipped programs for 
fine arts, a nutrition and culinary instruction program, 
urban gardening, and world languages. 

Fine Arts
• Develop a fine arts curriculum and purchase materials 
 needed to inspire students’ creativity

• Enlarge the stage in the renovated cafeteria/auditorium 
 to accommodate theatrical productions, concerts, and 
 other performances 

• Expand the arts program to include a drama department 
 and a speech and debate program 

• Purchase props, lighting, film and sound equipment,  
 and other items needed to stage modern theatrical  
 productions 

Culinary Instruction and Nutrition Education 
• Develop a nutrition curriculum that will instill healthy  
 eating habits for a lifetime and inspire students to  
 share healthy meal planning ideas with their families  
 and friends  

• Equip a “kitchen classroom” with the furnishings,  
 cooking equipment, and utensils students need to  
 learn how to prepare nutritious, affordable meals  
 from scratch 

Urban Gardening
• Build raised garden beds to grow vegetables 

• Purchase kid-sized gardening equipment, gloves,  
 seeds, and a shed in which to store equipment  

World Languages
• Create educational and mission trips for middle school  
 students 

• Purchase a world languages curriculum and materials  
 needed to immerse students in cultural studies from  
 around the globe

With its joyful song, 
agility in flight, and 

sense of community, 
the purple martin 

was a natural choice 
to become the 

Episcopal School of  
Nashville’s mascot. 

While the building itself is special, 
it’s what takes place inside that will 

truly enable students to soar.
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BUILDING 
LIFE 
SKILLS

In addition to its outstanding academics, Episcopal School of Nashville’s 
programming includes meaningful, hands-on experiences that 

instill traits like resourcefulness, self-sufficiency, and perseverance.

The school’s bike building program teaches children 
how to construct and maintain their own form of reli-
able transportation. The yoga program includes mind-

fulness training that teaches children how to calm 
and center themselves now, so they’ll be better 
equipped to deal with stress as adults. 

Episcopal School of Nashville’s new programs will 
follow that model. A dynamic fine arts program 

will help students build confidence and offer oppor-
tunities for self-expression. Research shows 

that arts education leads to enhanced prob-
lem-solving abilities, creativity, empathy, 
and time-management – all skills essential 

to future success.

The urban gardening program already 
teaches children how to grow healthy food. 
Combined with the planned nutrition and 
culinary arts program, students will learn 
how to make and prepare healthy food 

choices, literally from the ground up. 

The world language program will move beyond vocab-
ulary lessons to building an understanding of other 
countries and cultures, including some of the countries 
and cultures represented in the Episcopal School of 
Nashville community. 

Upgraded classrooms and furnishings 
will bring new life to the Ross School 
building’s historic classrooms.

• Furnish a modern science lab, including  
 project-oriented equipment, cabinets,  
 plumbing, shelving, and storage units 

• Install additional, age-specific 
 playground equipment and secure 
 fencing around the playground 

• Purchase additional desks and chairs 
 to accommodate the school’s rapidly 
 growing enrollment

New technology will help Episcopal School 
of Nashville operate more efficiently. 

• Install a state-of-the-art school    
 management software system 

• Launch a new, user-friendly school   
 website that allows prospects 
 and current families to find    
 information and conduct school   
 business easily and efficiently  

Classroom and Campus Upgrades 

Technology Upgrades
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What is the campaign goal? 
The campaign goal, including funding scholarships, is  
$2 million. 

Did Episcopal School of Nashville purchase the Ross 
School building?
No. This historic building is leased from the Metropoli-
tan Government of Nashville and Davidson County. 

How long is the lease?
The lease is for five years with options for two additional, 
consecutive five-year terms. 

Why is Episcopal School of Nashville paying 
for improvements to a building it leases but does 
not own? Is there any long-term financial benefit 
to investing in this property? 
Episcopal School of Nashville’s lease agreement with the 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson 
County specifies that the school can obtain rent credits 
for approved tenant improvements that exceed 
$25,000. The rent credit will be applied monthly, until 
the cost of the improvement is covered. Credit cannot 
exceed the annual rent cost in a single year. This arrange-
ment is in effect for the life of the lease. 

How many students will the building accommodate?
The building is more than adequate to accommodate 
our increasing enrollment and will give Episcopal School 
of Nashville the space it needs to grow.

What is the total cost of all proposed enhancements 
to the facilities?
The estimated cost of all proposed facility projects, not 
including funding the scholarships that are a part of the 
campaign, is approximately $1.2 million. 

When will enhancements and construction begin? 
The construction timetable will depend upon the generosity 

of donors and how quickly funds are raised. A phased 
timetable is likely.

Will the building be closed or will school schedules be 
affected during construction? 
No. School activities will continue as usual. Episcopal 
School of Nashville students will have a front row seat 
to watch as their school is transformed. 

Do I have to make a gift in full or will donors be allowed 
to make pledges and fulfill their gifts over time? 
Donors may pledge a gift amount, then take up to five 
years to fulfill their pledges. 

May I make a contribution other than cash?
Yes. Gifts of appreciated stocks and bonds, life insur-
ance, and charitable trusts are accepted with gratitude. 
Please consult your tax professional for more informa-
tion on the benefits of different methods of giving. 

Are gifts tax-deductible?
Gifts in any amount are deeply appreciated and are 
tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

How will donors be recognized? 
Donors will be listed in a printed program at the con-
clusion of the campaign. Episcopal School of Nashville 
will create a mobile donor wall that will permanently 
honor donors.

Does the campaign include naming opportunities?
Yes. There are several areas ideal for honoring or 
memorializing family members, friends, admired 
teachers, or other loved ones. For example, the school 
library, some classrooms, front hall, and reception desk 
have already been named by generous donors. For 
more information about these opportunities, please 
contact Heather Galloway, director of development, at 
615.928.8611 or heather.galloway@esnashville.org. 

Ketch Secor
Honorary Chairman
GRAMMY Award-winning artist 
Ketch Secor is the front man for 
Old Crow Medicine Show and the 
visionary founder behind Episco-

pal School of Nashville. Ketch is the parent of two Epis-
copal School of Nashville students.

“Every year as a start-up school felt like a new school. 
Now, we’re in this space, with an opportunity to fill it. 
We’re no longer dreaming of what it will be…The best 
work we’ll do as Episcopal School of Nashville is our work 
in the future. We’ve made it this far so that we can do 
the colossal work still ahead.”  

CAMPAIGN CHAIRS 
Gareth Aden is an attorney with 
Gullett, Sanford, Robinson and 
Martin. He is a trustee of Episco-
pal School of Nashville and is 
active in the Episcopal Diocese of 

Tennessee, where he served as vice chancellor and 
chancellor for 17 years. Gareth describes Episcopal 
School of Nashville as “one of the best and most suc-
cessful things in our church in decades…Anything that 
helps us bring up solidly-equipped children is some-
thing I can get behind.” 

Rebecca Hiatt Collins served as 
director of institutional advance-
ment for St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
School in Mississippi for 15 years, 
where she oversaw successful 
capital and endowment cam-

paigns and helped St. Andrew’s achieve a Top 20 rank-
ing among private/independent schools nationwide. 
Most recently, Rebecca was the major gifts chair for the 
2019 capital campaign to renovate and expand down-
town Nashville’s Christ Church Cathedral for the Epis-
copal Diocese of Tennessee. 

Monica Fawknotson is the execu-
tive director of the Metropolitan 
Nashville Sports Authority, which 
owns and has oversight of the 
city’s professional sports venues, 
including Bridgestone Arena and 

Nissan Stadium. She and her husband, Byron, are the 
parents of two Episcopal School of Nashville students, 
Ava and Clayton, and an older son, Ian. 
 
“Our last school was huge and there were times Ava said 
she felt invisible. At Episcopal School, she is known. I’m 
proud to be involved with a campaign that will help Epis-
copal School of Nashville give the same opportunity 
we’ve had to other families.”

Campaign Q&A

Campaign Leadership 

“PEOPLE MAY 
WONDER WHY WE’RE 

LAUNCHING A 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

NOW IN SUCH A 
DIFFICULT CLIMATE. 

Our children can’t 
wait for a pandemic or 
an economic downturn 

to pass. They need 
stability and support 
now more than ever. 

They need a safe place 
where they are free to 
learn and grow in an 

uncertain world. 
It’s the right time 
for a campaign for 

the Episcopal School 
of Nashville.”

MONICA FAWKNOTSON, CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR 

AND EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF NASHVILLE PARENT
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A capital campaign 
is about building. 

Episcopal School of Nashville 
has secured a building, but we 

are building so much more.

TO SUPPORT 
THE BUILD OUR NEST 

CAMPAIGN OR FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Heather M. Galloway
Director of Development  

615.928.8611
Heather.galloway@esnashville.org

“BUILDING A SCHOOL LIKE OURS, WITH OUR MISSION AND VISION, 
WILL NEVER BE GLAMOROUS AND WILL ALWAYS BE CHALLENGING. 

This campaign has never been needed more than right now, because a school like ours has never 

been needed more than in this moment. We are preparing the next generation of leaders in 

a diverse, safe, loving place. We are building a model for what an Episcopal school can be.”

HARRISON STUART, HEAD OF SCHOOL
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MISSION: The Episcopal School of Nashville, a diverse urban independent school, is dedicated to nurturing 

the joy of learning and the spirit of discovery in each of its students.  •  VISION: To shape students who 

are intellectually, spiritually, and responsibly engaged with the place, community, and world they call home.


